
Conversation Starter: No Brother of Mine

1. What are your gut feelings about the way society handles sex
offenders? Is it uncomfortable to discuss them? To challenge
them?

2. How do you think American laws should treat released sex
offenders? Should they ever be released?

3. Do you think sex offenders can be rehabilitated? Can people
change, with intensive treatment and other interventions?

4. Does civil commitment seem fair to you? Why or why not?

5. What’s the balance between protecting public safety and civil
liberties? Is there a gray area—or is it black and white?

6. The costs of detaining and treating sex offenders in civil
commitment are far higher than incarceration or probation. Is it
worth the price?

6. How were you taught to protect yourself from sexual
violence?

7. How can we keep people from perpetrating sexual violence?

8. What worries you more—being victimized by sexual violence
or by an act of terrorism?
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No Brother of Mine Research Links

Experts
Ernie Allen
President and Chief Executive Officer
National Center for Missing & Exploited Children

David D’Amora 
Director, Center for the Treatment of Problem Sexual Behavior
Middletown, Connecticut

Susan Gaertner 
Ramsey County Attorney
St. Paul, Minnesota

R. Karl Hanson 
Senior Research Officer
Public Safety Canada

Eric Janus
President and Dean
William Mitchell College of Law, St. Paul, Minnesota
Author of “Failure to Protect: America’s Predator Laws and the Rise of the 
Preventive State” 

Franklin Zimring 
Professor, University of California—Berkeley School of Law

Articles & Studies
No Easy Answers: Sex Offender Laws in the U.S. 
Human Rights Watch, September 11, 2007

Sex Offenders
Congressional Quarterly (CQ) Researcher, v. 16–31, September 8, 2006
Author: Alan Greenblatt

Failure to Protect: America’s Sexual Predator Laws and the Rise of the 
Preventive State

Author: Eric S. Janus 
Cornell University Press, 2006 and 2009
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http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/cup_detail.taf?ti_id=4590
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/cup_detail.taf?ti_id=4590
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/cup_detail.taf?ti_id=4590
http://www.cqpress.com/product/Researcher-Sex-Offenders-v16-31.html
http://www.hrw.org/en/reports/2007/09/11/no-easy-answers
http://www.law.berkeley.edu/php-programs/faculty/facultyProfile.php?facID=127
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/cup_detail.taf?ti_id=4590
http://www.cornellpress.cornell.edu/cup_detail.taf?ti_id=4590
http://www.wmitchell.edu/academics/faculty/janus.asp
http://www.societapsicologiagiuridica.com/link/CV_R_K_Hanson.pdf
http://www.co.ramsey.mn.us/attorney/susanbio.asp
http://theconnectionwebsite.homestead.com/Staff_Biographies.html
http://www.missingkids.com/


No Brother of Mine Research Links - Continued

Updated Trends in Child Maltreatment 
Authors: David Finkelhor and Lisa Jones
Crimes Against Children Research Center, 2007

Child Sexual Abuse Fact Sheet  
Authors: Emily M. Douglas and David Finkelhor
Crimes Against Children Research Center, 2005

Recidivism of Sex Offenders Released from Prison in 1994 
U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Statistics, 2003

A Meta-Analysis of the Effective Treatment for Sexual Offenders: Risk,  
Need and Responsivity      
Authors: R. Karl Hanson, Guy Bourgon, Leslie Helmus, Shannon Hodgson
Public Safety Canada, 2009

The Accuracy of Recidivism Risk Assessment for Sexual Offenders: A 
Meta-Analysis 
Authors: R. Karl Hanson, Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness 
Canada; Kelly E. Morton-Bourgon, Department of Justice Canada
Public Safety Canada, 2007

Assessing the Risk of Sexual Offenders on Community Supervision: The 
Dynamic Supervision Project 
Authors: R. Karl Hanson, Andrew J. R. Harris, Terri-Lynne Scott and 
Leslie Helmus 
Public Safety Canada, 2007

Sex Offender Recidivism: A Simple Question 
Public Safety and Emergency Preparedness Canada
Authors: Andrew J. R. Harris and R. Karl Hanson
Public Safety Canada, 2004

Age and Sexual Recidivism: A Comparison of Rapists and Child 
Molesters 
Author: R. Karl Hanson, Department of the Solicitor General Canada 
Public Safety Canada, 2001
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http://ww2.ps-sp.gc.ca/publications/corrections/pdf/age200101_e.pdf
http://ww2.ps-sp.gc.ca/publications/corrections/pdf/age200101_e.pdf
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/_fl/2004-03-se-off-eng.pdf
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/_fl/crp2007-05-en.pdf
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/_fl/crp2007-05-en.pdf
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/_fl/crp2007-01-en.pdf
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/_fl/crp2007-01-en.pdf
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/_fl/2009-01-trt-so-eng.pdf
http://www.publicsafety.gc.ca/res/cor/rep/_fl/2009-01-trt-so-eng.pdf
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/bjs/pub/pdf/rsorp94.pdf
http://www.unh.edu/ccrc/factsheet/pdf/childhoodSexualAbuseFactSheet.pdf
http://cyber.law.harvard.edu/sites/cyber.law.harvard.edu/files/Trends%20in%20Child%20Maltreatment.pdf

